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Read and find out about what causes the flash, crash, rumble, and roll of thunderstorms in this
colorfully illustrated nonfiction picture book.Did you know that lightning bolts can be over a mile
long? Or that they may come from clouds that are ten miles high? Storms can be scary, but not if
you know what causes them. Before the next thunderstorm, grab this book by the expert science
team Franklyn Branley and True Kelley and learn all about thunderstorms.This is a clear and
appealing science book for early elementary age kids, both at home and in the classroom. It's a
Level 2 Let's-Read-and-Find-Out, which means the book explores more challenging concepts
for children in the primary grades. The 100+ titles in this leading nonfiction series are:hands-on
and visualacclaimed and trustedgreat for classroomsTop 10 reasons to love LRFOs:Entertain
and educate at the same timeHave appealing, child-centered topicsDevelopmentally
appropriate for emerging readersFocused; answering questions instead of using survey
approachEmploy engaging picture book quality illustrationsUse simple charts and graphics to
improve visual literacy skillsFeature hands-on activities to engage young scientistsMeet national
science education standardsWritten/illustrated by award-winning authors/illustrators & vetted by
an expert in the fieldOver 130 titles in print, meeting a wide range of kids' scientific
interestsBooks in this series support the Common Core Learning Standards, Next Generation
Science Standards, and the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) standards.
Let's-Read-and-Find-Out is the winner of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science/Subaru Science Books & Films Prize for Outstanding Science Series.

From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 4This useful book, first published with
humdrum illustrations by Ed Emberley (Crowell, 1964; o.p.), underwent a major metamorphosis
in 1985, with a rearranged and revised text accompanied by colorful, inviting illustrations by
Barbara and Ed Emberley. Now, in a general revamping of the entire series, this simple treatise
on thunder and lightning has been transformed. The text contains minor revisions, and Kelleys
watercolor illustrations are bright and appealing. Diagrams are clearer and labeling promotes
easier interpretation. Also included, for active home investigators (or enthusiastic classroom
teachers), is a page containing two simple weather experiments and a list of three Internet
weather sites. Nicely done.Patricia Manning, formerly at Eastchester Public Library, NYCopyright
1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Back CoverDid you know that lightning bolts can
be over a mile long? Or that they may come from clouds that are ten miles high? Storms can be
scary, but not if you know what causes them. Before the next thunderstorm, grab this book by
veteran science team Franklyn Branley and True Kelley and learn what causes the flash, crash,
rumble, and roll of thunderstorms!About the AuthorFranklyn M. Branley was the originator of the
Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science series and the author of close to 150 popular books about



scientific topics for young readers of all ages. He was Astronomer Emeritus and former
Chairman of the American Museum of Natural History-Hayden Planetarium.True Kelley has
illustrated many favorite books for children in her fun-filled watercolor style, including several in
the Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science series. She and the author previously collaborated on
What Makes a Magnet? and What the Moon is Like?True Kelley lives in Warner, New
Hampshire.Read more
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Down Comes the Rain (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) Clouds (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out
Science 1) Feel the Wind (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) What Will the Weather Be?
(Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) The Planets in Our Solar System (Let's-Read-and-Find-
Out Science 2) The Moon Seems to Change (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) What Makes
Day and Night (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) Air Is All Around You (Let's-Read-and-Find-
Out Science 1) Fossils Tell of Long Ago (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) How Mountains
Are Made (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2) Why I Sneeze, Shiver, Hiccup, & Yawn (Let's-
Read-and-Find-Out Science 2)



Summer, “The mystique of thunderstorms explained!. My son was afraid - well, terrified - of
thunderstorms as a young child. This book so clearly explained what a thunderstorm is that he
became much more curious about them and definitely less afraid. The illustrations are delightful
as well as helpful. As he got older he was able to grasp more of the details. He remembers this
book as one of his childhood favorites and just bought it for his nephew's birthday.”

Music Lover, “my nieces love this book! 3 and 5 years old. My (newly) 5-year old niece shows an
interest in science, and since I view it as my duty to increase the number of women in STEM, I
wanted to give her a nice headstart and explore her interest with her! This has some super
scientific details, but both her (and her newly 3-year old little sister) eat it up. They love the
hurricane book too. I'm sure some of it goes over their head but they pick one or the other every
night.”

KPM, “Interesting book.. I bought this for my 7 year old and it's a bit complicated for him, both to
read and to listen to. For a Level 2, it's surprisingly complicated, not that that's a bad thing, per
se, it's just for a 7 year old I was looking for something of a quicker read. I do look forward to
bringing it out again next year.”

Jessie M Tyson, “She has gotten a lot better, but about 2 years ago it was awful. My daughter is
8 and has always had anxiety with the weather. She has gotten a lot better, but about 2 years
ago it was awful! She would shake and tremble anytime it rained. If it stormed, she was crying.
It was pitiful. I got her this book hoping it would soothe some of her worries and it did. She still
takes it to her Dad's house over the weekends.”

Proud Bluegrass Grandma, “Great book for little ones understanding storms and so on. I
purchased this book for my two grandsons, ages 3 and 5 years old. The younger of the two
sometimes gets really scared when the thunder rolls and the lightening flashes. We've
explained to him what is happening, but this book was an excellent "hands on" explanation of it,
along with the pictures. It has helped the little one so much. The older grandson is interested in
the weather in general, and is always ready to learn something new about it, and so was happy
to have the book.  The book fit both the boys very well.”

JCM, “The Science of storms for a youthful audience.. This book is for an older audience than for
preschool but it is understandable for earlier Elementary grades or for a highly inquisitive older
preschooler.  I was aware of this from a previous review I had read.”

2Boys, “Love it. My 5 year old boy has loved this book for the last two years. He first checked it
out at school and we finally bought the current version. It's easy for kids to follow and explains



the concepts of lighting and thunder well. If your child is interested in weather topics, this book is
a must have!”

jess, “Good. A good book, very informative about thunder and it puts it all in child friendly words
so it's understandable. I have two of these books and would recommend.”

MR P H RODGERS, “For when you don't know the answer .... I bought this book (and 'Gravity is
a Mystery') when my son asked me what caused lightening and I didn't know the answer. This
book satisfied his curiosity.  He loves both books.  We read them as bedtime stories!”

PobbleDobble, “A brilliant series of science books. I really like this book. It clearly explains what
thunder and lightening is, how to estimate how far away a storm is by counting how many
seconds between a flash of lightening and the crash of thunder, how to stay safe in a
thunderstorm and to learn to respect the force of nature. It presents the subject in a very child-
friendly way (as do all the books in this series) and contains oodles of bright illustrations to help
visual leaners to understand the subject just as much as reading the text. Is only 32 pages but
jam packed with fun and facts!”

MikeM, “Five Stars. Great book to be read to a child by a parent / adult.”

The book by Melissa Stewart has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 154 people have provided feedback.
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